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FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
Dear Academy Parents, 
 

Greetings from the Academy!  I hope that you 
have enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday with 
those whom you love.  As we begin the 
liturgical season of Advent (despite what 
Starbucks may do, I think it is safe to say that 
the Christmas season does not begin in 
October!) I suggest that we all strive to take 
advantage of this penitential season in 
preparation for the celebration of Christmas. 
 

Many exciting things 
have been happening at 
the academy.  Sister Mary 
Margaret and I enjoyed 
our trip to Washington 
D.C. to receive the Blue 
Ribbon School award.   
 

Education Secretary 
Spellings congratulated 
all of us and commended 
us for receiving the 

highest honor that the government bestows on 
primary and secondary schools.  Princess Nora 
of Lichtenstein sends her congratulations as 
well (Sister Mary Margaret met her at Mass!).   
 

he actual Blue Ribbon award is hanging in 
the reception area next to Mrs. Adame, so 

you may see it any time you like.  We were also 
presented with a flag, which will perhaps be 
hung in the gym, a bronze marker for outside, 
and just received a very attractive certificate of 
accomplishment signed by our own Governor 

Perry.  Since we have qualified for the Blue 
Ribbon award every year for the last seven 
years, I hope no one minds the enthusiasm. 
 

ather Phillips, Deacon Orr, and the rest of 
the pilgrims returned from Rome a few 

days later.  From what I have heard and the 
pictures I have seen, I am positive that 
everyone had a wonderful time.  They saw 
many beautiful churches, historical sites, and 
were actually only a few feet from Pope 
Benedict when he passed by for an audience!  It 
is easy to underestimate the educational and 
life-changing value of travel.  I encourage you 
to plan ahead so that you and your children can 
go when the opportunity arrives.  Broadening 
one’s horizons and gaining a new perspective 
on the world is worth the investment. 
 

I am sure you will agree that The King’s Fair 
was a great success.  Since most of you were 
there you already know that the raffle took in 
over $51,000.  Thank you to everyone without 
whose help it could not have been done and 
congratulations to everyone for such a fine 
effort.   
 

he new library opened on Monday, 28 
November!  I hope you will take a few 

moments to stop by to see it.  All the work in 
the library has been done thanks to a very 
generous anonymous donor and I am sure you 
will agree that the money has been put to good 
use.  There simply cannot be a more beautiful 
school library in Texas!    
 
 
                                                                        Continued  
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s many of you know, EdLine (our online 
grade books) has been operational all 
month.  From the many appreciative 

comments, I can tell that many of you are using 
EdLine and finding it very useful.  Let me 
encourage the rest of you to create an account 
and log on as soon as you can.  Progress reports 
are updated at the end of every week (no later 
than Monday night) so that you can keep track 
of each grade.  Incidentally, since updated 
progress reports are available online every 
week, we will no longer be sending hard copies 
home.  We intend to begin posting homework 
assignments on EdLine in the near future in 
order to make it possible for every student to 
know exactly what is due each day, even when 
he or she has to miss school. 
 

We are also looking forward to 
several December events.  First, 
St. Nicholas of Myra (the original 
St. Nick) will be visiting the 
students on St. Nicholas’s Day 
(Tuesday, 6 December).   

Symbol of St. Nicholas 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray have been working on 
getting ready for the Christmas concerts.  This 
year, we will be trying something a bit 
different.  The regular Christmas concert will 
be held in St. Anthony Hall at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 20 December.  In an attempt to have 
enough seats for everyone, only 3rd grade and 
up will perform at the Christmas concert.  
Instead of singing at the concert, the Pre-K 
through 2nd grades will put on a Christmas 
Pageant at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, 22 
December in St. Anthony Hall. 
 

inally, I would like you to be aware that the 
academy will dismiss at noon on Friday, 23 

December, and will close immediately after.  
There will be no after school care of any kind 
(any student left behind will be charged $1 per 
minute for supervision).  Please plan 
accordingly. 
 

I wish you and your family a blessed Advent 
and Christmastide. 
 
 
 
 

 Very best regards, 
 

 Richard S. Arndt 

News from the Business Office 
 

We’ve had a busy month in the parish business 
office.  You may not know that the registrar of the 
school, Mrs. Kathleen Benzaquen, and the 
Bookkeeper of the school, Mrs. Phillips, are both 
paid employees of the church – even though the 
majority of their work is handling school business.  
This is a tremendous savings for the school budget; 
one more way in which our parish is integrated and 
works for a common goal. 
 

ooking ahead, current student Re-Registration 
for 2006-2007 begins on January 3rd online.  

You will want to re-register in a timely manner for 
two reasons.  First, many of our classes are now at 
capacity.  When Open Enrollment begins on 
February 13th, we will assign any openings at that 
time to new families.  Second, the registration fee is 
going up on Feb. 13th for all those who register after 
that date and for all new families.  For those who 
have students here, the registration fee will remain 
at $500 per child for another year.  For those who 
register after February 13th, the registration fee will 
be $600.  We will no longer charge separately for 
testing and application fees. 
 

We are working on additional features for our 
online registration page, including an online credit 
card payment for the registration fee to save you a 
trip to the registrar’s office to lock in your place.  
The continual growth of the academy means that 
we must continue to develop ways to remain 
efficient to serve our families with our limited staff. 
 

Recently, our office conducted a survey of area 
Catholic schools to ascertain the range of tuition 
charged, and the discounts offered by each 
institution.  We gathered this same information 
(from the same schools) in 1994 -- the year of our 
opening -- and again in 1998.  By comparison, each 
time we analyzed the data, we found that The 
Atonement Academy was among the least 
expensive by way of tuition and registration fees, 
and also the most generous with family discounts.  
We were also the most generous in not penalizing 
families who are not registered and active members 
of the parish.  This was also true for the recent data 
gathered, especially in the area of family discounts 
for high school students.  We are the only school 
not charging an out-of-parish premium.  The 
School Council will be reviewing this data in the 
coming weeks and making its recommendations to 
the pastor. 
 

As Mr. Arndt mentioned in his article, The King’s 
Fair was a huge success.  A detailed report on 
expenses and income will be reported in the next 
issue of THE PELICAN. 

Deacon Orr 
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************************************************ 
PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
 

Greetings from Pre-Kindergarten!  
This month we will be continuing 
our English and Phonics studies 
with the letters H, I, J, and K.  In 
Math we’ll be counting and 
writing the numbers 7, 8, 9 and 
10.  Our Saxon theme for the 
month is Time, Weather and 

Seasons.  We will become meteorologists and keep 
a close eye on the weather.  We will talk about what 
kind of clothes we need to wear during the different 
seasons of the year.  We will learn about daytime 
and nighttime.  During the last week before 
Christmas, be sure to ask us about creatures that 
wake up when it gets dark.  We will have a lot to tell 
you!  In Religion, we will be discussing the season 
of Advent—preparing our hearts and homes, 
learning about Mary and Joseph, and learning 
about Christmas as Jesus’ birthday.  This will be a 
wonderful opportunity for us to review the joyful 
mysteries of the rosary and we encourage you to 
share this beautiful prayer in your homes as well.  
Have a blessed Advent and Christmas! 
 

God Bless You, 
Mmes. Garcia and Henriquez. 

 
************************************************ 
KINDERGARTEN  
 
We are fast approaching the Christmas Holiday, but 
we have a lot to accomplish first.  The 
kindergartners are getting a lot of practice reading 
in the classroom.  Our word worm continues to 
grow as we learn the sounds of new letters.  Please 
encourage your child to practice reading his library 
book with you at home.  In Math, we will focus on 
telling time to the hour, counting dimes and 
pennies, measuring with a ruler, adding 2-digit 
numbers, and writing numbers using words.  The 
children will have fun tasting, touching, and 
smelling new things as they explore the five senses 
in Social Studies class.  In Religion class we will 
learn about the Season of Advent and the 
anticipation and hope it brings as we prepare for 
the birth of our Savior.  The children will use an 
Advent Wreath in the classroom and will learn the 
meaning behind this custom.  Please consider 
adopting this tradition in your home as a way to 
prepare your family for Christmas. 
 

Mmes. Elias and Phinizy 
 

************************************************ 

FIRST GRADE 
 
December is finally here, and the first graders are 
learning that it is not merely the month of cold 
weather and receiving presents.  First the children 
are learning about the liturgical Season of Advent.  
It is very important for children to understand why 
a priest wears purple and what the colorful candles 
on the advent wreath mean.  It is truly amazing to 
watch a child’s eyes light up with holy 
understanding.  In addition to Advent, the first 
graders are also gaining a deeper understand of 
who is Santa Claus.  The children are especially 
looking forward to St. Nicholas’ day, December 6, 
and hoping he will leave them a special treat.  Also 
in December the first grade classes will continue to 
develop reading and math skill.  Subtraction will be 
a major focus in math while comprehension will 
direct reading class.  Parents, please encourage 
your children to read daily (even during Christmas 
break).  Reading is fundamental to all academic 
success.  Have a wonderful December and 
remember to keep it holy. 
 

Mmes. Otten and Wiessing 
 

************************************************ 
SECOND GRADE 
 
The Second Graders have had a wonderful First 
Quarter, and we have so much to look forward to in 
our second term. 
 
This month we will be learning about God with 
sharing family stories, drawing our favorite Bible 
stories, and role-playing.  We also will enjoy 
making new bookmarks.  Our students can use 
them for their religion book and also their AR 
reading, as reminders of God’s love for them and of 
God’s invitation to trust Him and believe in Him. 
We will decorate them and use our new Cursive 
writing skills, carefully using our new letters to 
write “I Believe”, “I Trust” or “Faith”.  Yes, we are 
so excited that our AR reading is off and running, 
and there is no stopping our Second Graders now. 
There is an 8-point goal for our quarter.  So 
parents, please help encourage your children to set 
a designated time nightly to read.  As parents, we 
can contribute by asking questions about their 
nightly reading to build their comprehension.  
 
Thanks again to our parents for making our All 
Saints’ Day a wonderful success.  
 

Mmes. Castillo and Morales 
 

************************************************ 



THIRD GRADE 
 
The First Quarter was a great success.  The Third 
Grade reflected on what they are thankful for 
during the Thanksgiving Holidays.  We prayed for 
the less fortunate children around the world. 
 
Our students have enjoyed the first half of “The 
Secret Garden.”  We have seen improvements in 
their reading comprehension.  Spelling and 
vocabulary has become more difficult, but they 
seem to be up for the challenge.  The children are 
encouraged to write in cursive whenever possible. 
 
Small machinery is the area of concentration for 
Science.  We are excited that the children have 
shown such interest in Science.  The subject of 
Social Studies has also been exciting.  Studying 
Native Americans and Pioneers has made it 
possible for our students to make totem poles and 
butter in class. 
 
The Third Grade would like to wish everyone a 
blessed and safe Advent Season. 
 

Mmes. Loerwald and Vance 
 
************************************************ 
FOURTH GRADE 
 
December promises to be the most interesting 
month for the Fourth Grade.  We will be finishing 
“The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.”  The 
students have started and will continue to 
memorize English and Latin prayers.  In Math, we 
will study multiplying by three-digit numbers that 
include zero, simple probability, and working with 
more fractions.  Look forward to words like 
“bombard,” “stupefy,” and “epidemic” in our 
vocabulary lists.  Solomon, Isaiah, and 
Nebuchadnezzar are not new students; rather they 
are some of the people we will be studying in 
December during Religion.  We will also cover the 
entrance of a mighty King born in a stable just 
around the time we will celebrate Christmas!  Have 
a holy Advent!   
 

Mr. Tomanek 
 
*********************************************** 
FIFTH GRADE 
 
The holy season of Advent is a good time to recall 
how God prepared the hearts of His people for the 
birth of His only Son.  The readings in the liturgy 
recall the yearning of the Chosen People through 
several generations.  As we reflect upon their 

history and learn how they drew closer to God, we 
are encouraged to seek ways in which we do the 
same.  Each family has its traditions, whether it be 
visiting with relatives near and far, sharing holiday 
meals, or preparing gifts to exchange at Christmas.  
At The Atonement Academy, we keep the holy 
Season of Advent as the Church intends – as a time 
of preparation and waiting.  It is one of the two 
great penitential seasons of the liturgical year.  The 
time for celebration and decoration will come soon 
enough, and if we have 
prepared well on the inside, 
we will experience the 
fullness of joy that God 
intends for us.  Let us take 
time each day during 
Advent to reflect on the 
good things we have 
received from God, to seek 
ways to share these blessings with others, and to 
pray for true peace in our hearts, in our homes, and 
in our world. 
 

or the month of December the Fifth Grade still 
has a lot to look forward to before the semester 

ends and Christmas arrives.  In Math, we will cover 
some additional geometrical concepts.  In History, 
we are looking forward to taking a closer look at the 
governmental structure we have in the United 
States and its impact on our daily lives.  After 
completing a short research paper for English class, 
we will move on to discuss verbs and their many 
uses.  The time that we have put into studying our 
weekly spelling lists has paid great dividends, and 
we are almost assured of finishing the semester 
with high marks in the subject.  Keep up the good 
work!  By the end of the semester we will finish the 
first semester of the Junior Great Books reader by 
reading “The Bat-Poet.”  More than anything, we 
have learned that by taking the time to read and 
consider the stories in our reading books we have 
become better readers and increased our ability to 
discuss stories as a class.  By the end of the 
semester we should also finish our study of Physical 
Science and move on to the study of Earth Science. 
We will be working hard to memorize our part for 
the Christmas pageant in hopes of exhibiting our 
dedication to the Christ child.  Lastly, the fifth 
grade would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
of you a blessed Christmas season filled with peace, 
joy, and love.  May God bless you and your families 
during this holy season! 
 

In Jesus and Mary, 
Sister Mary Margaret  

 
************************************************ 
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ESPAÑOL 
 

Saludos a todos.  We have been busy learning so 
much Spanish this semester; what a difference it is 
to teach the students twice a week!  Pre-K and First 
Grade continue to practice the Our Father in 
Spanish and learning numbers, colors and days of 
the week.  They should all know most of the Our 
Father by now, as well as the days of the week, 
numbers 0 to 10, and about 10 colors.  Second 
Grade is reading simple, two-syllable words.  They 
are able to write them down as well as spell them.  I 
am very proud of their progress.  Third Grade had 
their first Spanish spelling quiz and they did great!  
We will continue to learn vocabulary words 
with simple two and three syllables.  Fourth 
Grade is going on to the next chapter on 
Transportation and will continue learning 
vocabulary and constructing short sentences.  
All grades should know the Our Father by 
the end of this semester so that we may begin 
learning the Hail Mary! 
 

FIFTH GRADE PRE-LATIN 
 

Fifth Grade will continue building their 
vocabulary in Latin.  We have also been 
learning various parts of speech: verbs, nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs.  I am sure they will be well 
prepared for the coming years in Latin I.  I enjoy 
working with your children.  Thank you for the 
opportunity! 

Mrs. Treviño 
 

************************************************ 
GEOGRAPHY 
 

The Fourth Grade adventurers 
are trekking through Northern 
Europe, finishing their 
exploration of the people of 
Scandinavia.  Soon, we will head 
south and explore the volatile 
region of the Balkans.  Who are 
these people?  They are the 

“South Slavs;” Slavic people of Southern Europe – 
in countries such as Macedonia, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, and the old 
“Yugoslavia” which used to govern all these nations.  
Now it’s called Serbia, which was its name before 
World War II.  Since the death of the communist 
dictator Tito in the early 90’s, Yugoslavia has been 
splitting apart into many nations of ethnic and 
cultural distinction.  We’ll have a study of all of 
them, before we head westward to France and 
Germany. 
 

The Fifth Grade students are rowing away from the 
South American continent to explore the many 
islands, cultures, and peoples of the Caribbean.  

We’ll venture into Castro’s Cuba, explore the U.S. 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as Haiti, and 
other exotic places such as Jamaica, and Antigua & 
Barbuda.  Over the holidays, we thought we might 
have a rest on the pink-sand beaches of The 
Bahamas!  The complete outline for the second 
grading period is available in the Student Zone on 
the school website. 

Deacon Orr 
 

************************************************ 
MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL HISTORY, AND 
SIXTH GRADE MATHEMATICS AND 
RELIGION 
 

As we complete the first semester, I must 
say that I am very pleased with how 
students are improving academically.  I do 
anticipate more improvement as we near 
and enter next semester. 
 

In December, all of my history classes are 
finishing what I like to call the ingredients 
of the year.  In World, Texas, and American 
History, the lands and governments we 
know today are finally coming into 
existence.  In Speech, we will be closing out 

the semester studying two papal addresses.  And, in 
sixth grade Math and Religion, we are soon to be in 
new territory learning important concepts. 
 

Lastly, thank you for the opportunity to teach your 
children.  I feel exceptionally blessed to be working 
with such wonderful young people. 

Mr. Howell 
 

************************************************ 
MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL SCIENCE AND 
SEVENTH GRADE MATHEMATICS 
 

December is a time of transition for all of the 
science classes.  The 7th and 9th grade students are 
leaving the world of the cell behind and are 
entering a unit on anatomy: dissections!  The 6th 
grade is leaving the world of rocks and flying into 
the atmosphere for a unit on weather and 
meteorology (a topical subject if ever there was one 
this year).  Finally, the 10th graders have finished 
their nomenclature and are exploring the ins and 
outs of the different common types of chemical 
reactions. We have so much interesting stuff to 
explore! 
 

Look for an announcement in early December on 
the Science Fair, which will be held in January.  All 
of the students should have chosen a project by now 
and handed in a proposal.  Your 7th grade math 
student is busily burrowing through Saxon’s 
Algebra 1/2 text, with test scores routinely at the 
85% or above mark! 

Dr. Vallor 



*********************************************** 
MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL ENGLISH, 
AND EIGHTH GRADE RELIGION 
 

I encourage you to check the EdLine calendar for 
upcoming assignment due dates.  While the daily 
homework assignments for the middle school 
English classes are consistently the same—a 
grammar worksheet and literature reading—the 
due dates for papers and the dates of approaching 
tests are not so predictable.  To assist you and your 
children in preparing for major assignments, I try 
to post significant assignments on EdLine.  You 
should be able to click on the posting to view a 
summary of an assignment or explanation of what a 
test will cover. 
 

he middle scholars of the sixth and seventh 
grades will be studying more complicated 

grammar structures, including participial and 
gerund phrases, independent and subordinate 
classes, and appositives.  The sixth graders will be 
reading The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, while 
the seventh graders will continue The Lord of the 
Rings.  The eighth graders will be studying 
advanced writing techniques such as showing and 
telling, composing with concrete diction, and active 
and passive construction.  They will also be delving 
into the Renaissance-mind of William Shakespeare. 
 

The sophomores in British Literature have 
completed their study of two Shakespeare plays.  
We will be jumping back in time by reading the epic 
Beowulf.  We will then return to the Renaissance by 
covering major poets of that age. 

All the best,  
Mr. Cupp 

 

************************************************ 
MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL LATIN, 
ADVANCED MATHEMATICS I,  
AND SEVENTH GRADE RELIGION 
 

Omnes, salvete, 
 

Felix adventus Christi!  The sophomores continue 
their steady pace through advanced math and 
Euclidean geometry.  In Latin I, as students 
continue to translate Lingua Latina, they will also 
be memorizing endings in a systematic way to help 
them order the plethora of endings lest they be 

overwhelmed.  For those who 
struggle, please continue to read 
aloud early lessons.  
 

In Latin III, we have begun our 
games, the “ludus Latinus,” which 
could be translated either “Latin 
school” or the “Latin game.”  For 

Romans, school was a lot of fun.  Whatever my 

students say to the contrary notwithstanding, they 
seem to think that the Romans called school ludus 
as a clever enticement by which to lure unwitting 
children to toil and torture.  In addition, we shall 
work on our translation skills which need 
improvement by a well-paced reading of Familia 
Romana.  Finally, we hope to take turns re-
presenting to the class grammar which I shall have 
introduced earlier in the week; a kind of précis 
exercise. 

Valeatis, 
Magister Ruplinger 

 

************************************************ 
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL LATIN II, 
LATIN III, RELIGION, ENGLISH 
 

During late November and December, Seventh 
Grade Religion will study the role that Moses and 
the Prophets played in Salvation History.  Our 
overview of the Old Testament prophets will 
conclude with a discussion of John the Baptist.  We 
will then discuss the Incarnation and Nativity of 
Our Lord.  Latin II will learn the passive indicative 
in all conjugations and translate larger passages of 
continuous text.  Latin III will finish its overview of 
grammar while translating selections from Cicero’s 
Orations Against Catiline and Caesar’s Gallic 
Wars.  Students in both Latin classes continue 
studying the culture and architecture of ancient 
Rome.  Latin Students must review declensions, 
verb forms, and vocabulary daily.  
 

reshman English will conclude its study of the 
Odyssey with an essay comparing this epic with 

the movie, O Brother, Where art Thou?  The class 
then will read through the Middle English 
Arthurian Romance of Gawain and the Green 
Knight.  
 

Freshman Theology will continue to read through 
the portions of the Old Testament that delineate 
Salvation History.  By Christmas Break, the class 
will have read through the rise and fall of the 
Davidic dynasty. 

Dr. Thigpen 
 

************************************************ 
ALGEBRA I 
 

December will find us working with polynomial 
equations.  We'll introduce solving simultaneous 
equations by substitution.  Word problems will 
continue to be developed.  Each week, the students 
will continue to have the opportunity to complete 
an extra-credit, test-prep worksheet.  Students are 
welcome to attend office hours each Wednesday 
from 3:45 to 5:00. We’ll have half the course 
completed soon! 

Mr. Dempsey 
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************************************************ 
ALGEBRA II 
 

November whirled by extremely fast.  The Algebra 
II students have hit their stride, as they have 
developed the habit of presenting clear, orderly 
solutions.  This will serve them well, as we 
delve more deeply into quadratic 
equations, and pick up imaginary numbers, 
Euler’s notation, and polar coordinates.  
We will also work with chemical mixture 
problems, ideal gas laws, and experimental 
data.  There will also be plenty of practice 
with trigonometric relationships, as well as 
geometry concepts such as angles within 
circles. 
 

Wishing you a reflective Advent and a joyous 
Christmas, 

Mrs. Johnston 
 
************************************************ 
EIGHTH GRADE CHEMISTRY 
 
The students have now mastered electron 
configuration and the difference between cations 
and anions.  For December, we will cover the 
measurement of matter, mole-mass and mole-
volume relationships, percent composition, and 
chemical formulas.  We also will describe chemical 
reactions, and the types of chemical reactions in 
aqueous solutions. 

Mrs. Crossey 
 
************************************************ 
ATHLETICS 
 
We have some exciting programs coming your way 
that will enhance our Physical Education classes.  
In January, we will participate in the Jump-Rope-
for-Heart activities.  We are meeting with the 
representative this month to coordinate those 
activities.  In addition, we also have extended a 
welcome to Hare Gymnastics of San Antonio 
instructors who will come in and teach the students 
basic gymnastics moves.  With December being 
such a short month, we will continue to focus on 
hand-eye coordination skills.  All of the activities, 
including those mentioned above, will assist in the 
development of skill-related components every 
healthy child should possess.  We want to build the 
body spiritually and physically.  Our first big Health 
Project is to build a Food Guide Pyramid, so keep 
your coupons or ads that display food items.  We 
will send a note home requesting the material.  
Please feel free to join us during our athletics 
classes anytime.   

Coach Garcia & Coach Zapata 

************************************************ 
COLLEGE COUNSELING 
 
Save the Date!  After an absence of several years, 
the National College Fair returns to Texas on April 

2, 2006.  We will be organizing a group 
trip to Houston to attend this event, for 
which more than 150 colleges have already 
registered.  
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Recent work with spreadsheets has 
explored inter alia, the mystery of relative 
versus absolute cell references.  The 
classroom time invested in this knowledge 

will be amply repaid in future practical 
applications.  After a brief unit on using the 
internet for research – a topic on which many of 
our scholars are better informed than their elders – 
we will organize groups of students to prepare 
presentations.  

Mr. Johnston 
 

************************************************ 
LIBRARY 
 
We have an exciting Journey ahead...we are moving 
to our new Library! 
 

he Atonement Library provides free and equal 
access to knowledge and information in an 

environment conducive to study and resource 
sharing.  Through its extensive collection, media, 
services, and programs, the library promotes 
literacy, reading, personal development, and 
cultural understanding for our students. 
 

We are equipped with 41 computers with internet 
access on the second level of the new Library.  We 
will also have a new Circulation Desk and private 
offices! Please feel free to visit us. 
 

Mrs. Miller 
 

************************************************ 
MUSIC 
 

Recently, the Middle Scholars and Lower School 
Chorus combined to sing John Rutter’s For the 
Beauty of the Earth at Mass.  The students sang 
well and their beautiful voices lifted our spirits in 
prayer and praise to the Lord.  Each and every day, 
we work together learning our craft so that we can 
give this gift to one another and to the Lord who so 
freely gives to each of us.   
 

Some of our youngest students are making great 
strides as well.  Students in Kindergarten, First and 
Second Grade have been working on developing 
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their listening skills and learning to identify pitches 
using solfege (do, re, mi, etc.)  During the month of 
December, all of our Academy students will be busy 
preparing music for the Christmas program, which 
will be presented as two portions – a traditional 
pageant for students in Pre-K through 2nd and a 
separate program for those in grades 3rd-10th.  
Please plan to attend! 

THE DECEMBER CALENDAR 
 

CHAPERONED SEMI-FORMAL DANCE  
8TH, 9TH AND 10TH GRADE STUDENTS 
December 3rd  7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  
Large Common Room 
 

VISIT OF ST. NICHOLAS 
December 6th

 
  

Cantate Domino Canticum Novum! IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Thursday, December 8th

 This is a Holy Day of Obligation for all Catholics.  
Mass times are 7:00 a.m., 8:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. ************************************************ 

PTC Corner  

VATICAN EXHIBIT FIELD TRIP  
December 13th – Students in grades 8, 9, & 10. The King’s Fair was a huge success!  Thanks to all 

who helped make that possible.  We would not have 
been able to do it without all of our wonderful 
volunteers!  If you were unable to attend, well, you 
missed a great event!  Plan on going next year. 

December 14th – Students in grades 5, 6, & 7. 
Permission slips must be signed. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT 
Tuesday, December 20th at 7:00 p.m. 

 Students in grades 3rd – 10th only. 
The PTC is busy getting ready for our gift drive, 
which the school is sharing with the church.  We 
will be working with the St. Peter-St. Joseph 
Orphanage this year.  We really are excited and 
know all of our classes will do a great job making 34 
children really happy this Christmas!  The church is 
also sponsoring another 34 children as well.  Look 
for more information to come from your Room 
Parent. 

St. Anthony Hall. 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Thursday, December 22nd at 1:30 p.m. 
Students in Pre-K through 2nd only. 
St. Anthony Hall. 
 

DEC. 23RD - EARLY DISMAL – 12 NOON  
(PLEASE NOTE THE NEW DISMISSAL TIME). 
No after-school care.  

Remember, we are always in need of volunteers, so, 
please contact us at: PTC@Atonementonline.com. 

 

   
 

Please note that daily Mass (Monday-Saturday) will 
be held in the St. Anthony Hall beginning Nov. 29th 
to allow the workers to continue their construction 
in the church without stopping. 

 

Have a blessed Advent. 
 

Mrs. Richter 
  

     

We are available to you if you would like to discuss any 
matter.  Please contact us by email and we will be glad to 
set aside some time for you.  We thank you for your 
confidence and trust in us.  Working together, we will 
continue to improve the academy for the benefit of your 
children. 

   
 
Please keep your email address and telephone 
numbers current by accessing the registration page 
to update your information.  

TO CONTACT US:  
The registration page may be found at: 
www.AtonementOnline.com/school/index.php

 

MR. ARNDT, HEADMASTER 
RArndt@AtonementOnline.com  
  SR. M. MARGARET, LOWER SCHOOL FACULTY 

 

SisterMM@AtonementOnline.com 
 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS, PASTOR 
FrPhillips@AtonementOnline.com 
 

DEACON JAMES ORR, BUSINESS MANAGER 
DnJames@AtonementOnline.com 

 

http://www.atonementonline.com/school/index.php
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